HELP MANAGE OTTERVILLE’S COMMUNITY CAT POPULATION
Up to $50 in spay/neuter reimbursement + free humane trap loans
Otterville’s growing population of stray and free-roaming cats creates animal-welfare, public-health, and neighborhood concerns. Because cats reproduce quickly, managing the population requires a practical, humane approach.
An estimated 30 to 40 million stray and unhomed community cats live outdoors across the United States, and only about 10% enter a shelter or rescue network. Rapid reproduction among unspayed and unneutered cats contributes to population growth, homelessness, and increased shelter intake.
Otterville is taking a cooperative approach. Through the new Cat Incentive & Volunteer TNR Program, the City will offer up to a $50 reimbursement to help residents spay or neuter owned or community cats. Residents may also participate in a free Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) program that humanely manages outdoor community cats.
Spaying or neutering just one cat prevents future litters and helps reduce the growing number of homeless cats over time.

1 | SPAY/NEUTER REIMBURSEMENT
Do you own a cat or care for an unowned cat in your neighborhood? You may qualify for financial assistance.
Receive up to $50 per eligible owned or community cat.
How to Apply
1. Schedule the procedure. Use a licensed veterinarian or an approved low-cost provider, such as a spay-and-neuter clinic.
2. Keep your documentation. Your receipt must show the service date, provider, and amount paid.
3. Apply at City Hall. Submit the application, receipt, and proof of residency.
Please note: This is a reimbursement—not an advance payment—and is subject to city/board approval and available City funding each year.



2 | VOLUNTEER TRAP-NEUTER-RETURN (TNR)
Community cats are unowned, free-roaming outdoor cats. Otterville’s volunteer-driven TNR program helps control their population through humane trapping, sterilization, recovery, and return.
Shelter surrender alone does not solve the larger stray-cat population problem. Roughly 3 million cats entered U.S. animal shelters and rescues in 2025, while shelters continued to face overcrowding, illness, and limited space. Although the national shelter euthanasia rate declined to 8%, hundreds of thousands of cats are still humanely euthanized each year. Spaying, neutering, and responsibly returning healthy community cats through TNR helps prevent new litters and reduce pressure on shelters and rescues.
How to Participate

1. Contact City Hall. Share your general trapping area and request to participate.
2. Borrow a humane trap. Check out a live trap from the City at no cost.
3. Trap safely. Check the trap frequently. Protect the cat from prolonged exposure to direct sun, weather and stress. Never trap on private property without the owner’s permission.
4. Visit an approved provider. The cat will be sterilized and receive an ear tip while under anesthesia.
5. Return the cat. After safe recovery, release the cat in the same general area where it was trapped.
6. Return the equipment. Bring the trap back to City Hall and provide basic tracking details.

Volunteer protection: Participating in the program, feeding a community cat, or providing temporary care does not by itself make you the cat’s legal owner.

Frequently Asked Questions
What is an ear-tipped cat?
If an outdoor cat is missing the tip of its left ear, it has already been sterilized through a TNR program. Healthy, fixed cats should generally be left in place so public resources are not spent trapping them again.
When will the City step in?
The City may intervene when a cat has possible rabies exposure or creates an immediate public-safety threat or severe nuisance concern.
May volunteers trap cats on private property?
No. Volunteers may not trap on private property without the property owner’s explicit permission.
• • •
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
By working together, Otterville can reduce unwanted litters, improve animal welfare, protect neighborhoods, and keep the program affordable for taxpayers.
READY TO HELP?
Contact City Hall today
660-366-4613
ottervillecityclerk@ottervillemo.gov

Apply for reimbursement • Borrow a humane trap • Learn how to volunteer

